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From the foundation of the Society, the former pupils
were looked upon as an integral part of the great organisa-
tion, as is clearly visible from an early letter of Mother Barat
to Mother Adrienne Michel.1 Some institution was bound
to grow up for their benefit, and one is hardly surprised to
find the congregation of the Children of Mary, established
by Mother Eugenie de Gramont at the Rue de Varenne,
forming the nucleus of such an association. Indeed, this
congregation came to be not only the binding force which
united the old children with one another and with their
school^ but also the fountain-head of their activities, devo-
tional, charitable, intellectual, and social. It might perhaps
be true to say that, for nearly a century, the Society knew
no other institution for its past pupils than the " Children
of Mary of the World/* as they were somewhat quaintly
styled.
The first branch was opened in 1832 at Lyons with the
help and encouragement of Pere Druilhet, who drew up
statutes which are still observed to-day. Personal sanctifi-
cation, contact with their former mistresses and with one
another, works of charity, intelligent study, these were the
chief objects of a congregation founded in an age when
clubs and other social organisations were rare. The
members met at the nearest convent of the Sacred Heart for
devotional exercises, for needlework, lectures and con-
ferences, and arranged among themselves visits to hospitals,
religious lessons to neglected children, collections in aid of
the good works of the neighbourhood. The younger
members often formed themselves into a literary academy,
an essentially French institution, in order to hold meetings
where they discussed classical or contemporary literature or
criticised one another's literary efforts. Such .academies
1 From Amiens* Jtme ytb, 1814.